Graves' disease and celiac disease in a patient with myotonic dystrophy type 2.
We report a patient with progressive proximal muscle weakness in her legs, early-onset cataract and perceptive hearing loss, who was recently diagnosed with myotonic dystrophy type 2 (DM2). She also had two autoimmune disorders in her history, namely Graves' disease and celiac disease. Previous studies have shown a high frequency of autoimmune diseases (21%) in patients with DM2. This is the first report of a patient with DM2 and two autoimmune diseases which both have not yet been described in DM2. The cause of this association might be explained at DNA, mRNA and protein levels, including genetic mutation in flanking genes and the toxic effect of the DM2 mutation on proteins involved in inflammation. This case report widens the spectrum of autoimmune diseases in DM2 and has implications both for clinical practice and for research.